Greater Manchester Technology Fund – communication toolkit
The Greater Manchester Technology Fund will provide schools and colleges with the technology needed in ‘at-home’ settings to continue their learning. The fund will reach and support the most vulnerable young people and their families across the region.  “Kit bundles” will be made available to disadvantaged and digitally excluded pupils, working closely with schools and colleges to identify those in most need. A ‘digital kit bundle’ will include a laptop and the required tools to get online. The Greater Manchester Technology Fund will provide learners at risk of digital isolation with the technology and connectivity needed to continue their learning at home while schools and colleges remain closed. 
GMCA and Virgin Media Business have invested in phase one of the fund, with GMCA now actively seeking other private sector support to expand the reach of the fund.    

As of 30/04/20 50 schools across all ten local authorities were in reach. This first 50 was agreed by Directors of Education in each local authority. This is just the first phase and we hope to increase the scope and scale of the project to reach further. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are keen that local authorities work with to extend the reach of the Tech Fund, rather than in isolation by area.

Our communication toolkit provides information for networks to:
1. Share good news with on how GMCA and partners are supporting vulnerable young people 
2. Encourage support from businesses and investors through donation of kit and/or finances to fund kit bundles
If you have any questions about anything in the Partner Communications Pack please contact: lauren.millward@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk

