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[bookmark: _Toc73432365]Background
The Greater Manchester Technology Fund (GM Tech Fund) was launched by Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham in April 2020, in response to the first lockdown, to support young learners facing digital isolation with the technology and connectivity needed to continue their learning at home. 
[bookmark: _Toc73432366]Impact to date
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority estimated that at least 15,000 - 20,000 young learners in Greater Manchester would be left behind and unable to continue their education with the closure of schools and colleges. 
Since its launch over 3,500 young people have been supported thanks to support from a wide range of organisations including Virgin Media Business, AO, Huawei, Boohoo and Greater Manchester Police.
[bookmark: _Toc73432367]Transitioning the GM Tech Fund
The GM Tech Fund will now transition from an emergency response, to a long-term support scheme to help tackle digital exclusion in communities across Greater Manchester. 
The GM Tech Fund is extending its reach to support families and communities across Greater Manchester who are digital excluded in some way.
We are now launching a public appeal for residents and businesses with devices they no longer use to recycle them by giving them to their local device donation centre for it to be repurposed in their local community.
[bookmark: _Toc73432368]How can you help?
We are seeking communication support in the following areas:
Support the announcement of the transition of the fund and ongoing communications on social media and via your channels using available assets in this toolkit and the #GMTechFund hashtag
Share and like social media content about the fund on GMCA Digital and GMCA channels (Twitter and LinkedIn)
[bookmark: _Toc73432369]Social media
We need your help to support the phase two launch announcement and ongoing communications on social media and via your channels
Key social media accounts
Twitter
@GMCADigital
@MayorofGM 
LinkedIn
@ greater-manchester-combined-authority 
Hashtags 
#GMTechFund (primary) 
#FixTheDigitalDivide (secondary)
Social media - suggested posts

The #GMTechFund have launched an appeal to support local digitally excluded people to get online. 
Do you have an old laptop or tablet you no longer use? You can now donate it & support your local community!  
Find your nearest donation centre  www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMTF
Do you have an old laptop or tablet you no longer use? You can now recycle your device locally to support digitally excluded families in your area. 
Find out more about the #GMTechFund  www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMTF
Digital assets
We have produced graphics for sharing on social media which were shared as part of this toolkit. 
We have found this video, produced by Liberty Global, has been great in articulating the value of funds such as this one, in a short and impactful way - https://youtu.be/6mpANZQniRk and https://twitter.com/GMCAdigital/status/1399647074589851648 
If you have any questions about anything in this toolkit, please contact Suziee Cassels on Suziee.cassels@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk 
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