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Dataset: Housing Tenure
Datalink: The data used in this briefing can be found at Census - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk). It can also be found at https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/datasets/c2021ts054
Definition: Tenure is whether a household rents or owns the accommodation that it occupies. Households that rent their accommodation were also asked what type of landlord owns or manages the property.
Census day: The 2021 census was held in England and Wales on 21 March 2021. Census 2021 was undertaken during the Covid-19 pandemic so may not show normal population and household patterns due to temporary changes in living circumstances during the pandemic for some households.

Key points 

· The number of households in Greater Manchester increased by 50,178 since 2011 (a 4.4% increase).
· Households in the private rented sector (PRS) increased the most. There were 60,939 more households with this type of tenure in 2021 in Greater Manchester compared with 2011 (a 34% increase). In England, PRS households increased by 29% in the same period.
· Some 58% of households owned their properties outright in 2021. This was a slight decrease from the 60% reported in 2011. 
· There was a decrease in those reporting they lived in the social rented sector in Greater Manchester between 2011 and 2021 (-4,137 households).
· In Bury, Manchester, Salford, Stockport and Trafford more households reported living in private rented accommodation than in social housing.



Main Findings

The 2021 census reported that the total number of households in Greater Manchester was 1,178,244, an increase of 50,178 (4%) from the total of 1,128,066 recorded in 2011. In all ten local authorities in the city region there was an increase in the overall number of households. The largest increase occurred in Salford with 11,561 more households (an 11% increase) and the smallest increase was in Trafford with 1,785 (a 2% increase). In England as a whole there was a 6.2% increase in the number of households.
Households that own their own properties – either outright or with a mortgage - were the most common type of tenure in Greater Manchester in 2021 (683,585, or 58% of all households). The rates for households in the PRS and for social housing were similar (21% in each category). 
Percentage of Tenure Type in Greater Manchester and England

Source: Census 2021, 2021 Census
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Tenure type by number of households, 2021
	District
	Owned
	Shared ownership
	Social rented
	Private rented
	Lives rent free
	All households

	Bolton
	73,083
	493
	23,555
	21,372
	287
	118,790

	Bury
	53,992
	292
	12,044
	14,249
	119
	80,696

	Manchester
	79,925
	1,679
	63,276
	69,403
	447
	214,730

	Oldham
	56,229
	412
	19,760
	16,498
	241
	93,140

	Rochdale
	54,377
	342
	18,815
	16,503
	185
	90,222

	Salford
	54,068
	646
	29,227
	30,853
	323
	115,117

	Stockport
	90,025
	1,486
	16,849
	18,192
	96
	126,648

	Tameside
	60,521
	320
	21,125
	17,459
	102
	99,527

	Trafford
	66,387
	654
	14,419
	14,744
	65
	96,269

	Wigan
	94,978
	655
	24,333
	22,761
	378
	143,105

	Greater Manchester
	683,585
	6,979
	243,403
	242,034
	2,243
	1,178,244

	England
	14,369,065
	235,951
	4,005,663
	4,794,889
	30,517
	23,436,085


Source: ONS, Nomis – 2021 Census

Household tenure change
Several categories of tenure were little changed in 2021 compared to results from the previous census in 2011. The main difference was the growth of the PRS. Between 2011 and 2021 there was a 34% increase in households with this type of tenure. Households in the PRS increased in all local authorities in Greater Manchester (ranging from increases of 19% in Manchester to 59% in Salford).

Tenure type by number of households, Greater Manchester 1981-2021

Source: ONS, Nomis – 2021 Census
District tenure patterns
Households that own their homes 
[bookmark: _Hlk128639524]The majority of households in Greater Manchester owned their own homes in 2021 (58%; compared with 61% in England). The local authority with the highest proportion of owner occupiers in 2021 was Stockport (71%) and the smallest proportion was in Manchester (37%). However, the largest increase in households that own their homes was in Manchester with 2,530 additional households between 2011 and 2021. In four Greater Manchester districts there has been a decrease in owner occupiers since 2011 (Bolton, Bury, Oldham and Tameside), with Oldham showing the largest decrease (2,030 fewer owner occupiers). 
Social housing
In the 2021 census 21% of households (243,403) lived in social housing in Greater Manchester; this was a similar proportion to the 2011 census. The proportion is slightly above the figure for England as a whole (17%). Manchester has the largest proportion of households in social housing (29%) while Stockport has the smallest (13%). In six of the local authorities in Greater Manchester there was a reduction in social housing and in four an increase. The largest proportional increase was in Stockport (4%) and the largest decreases were in Trafford and Rochdale (both -7%). In GM as a whole, there was a -1.7% decrease in the number of households in social housing (compared with a 2.6% increase in England). 
Private rented sector (PRS)
Nationally and in Greater Manchester there has been an increase in the number of households living in the PRS (all ten local authorities experienced a rise in households in the PRS). The rises were largest in Salford (59%) and Oldham (51%). The total number of households living in the PRS in Greater Manchester was 242,034. The authority with the largest proportion of households in the PRS was Manchester (32%) while Stockport had the smallest (14%). Five of the Greater Manchester districts have more households in the PRS than in social housing – Bury, Manchester, Salford, Stockport and Trafford. 

[bookmark: _Hlk128643792]Reflections
Both nationally and in Greater Manchester the household tenure type that has grown the most between 2011 and 2021 is the PRS – a continuation of a longer-term trend. 
Yet the PRS is the least secure form of tenure. It is less regulated than other types of housing (whether social housing or owner occupation). The PRS is likely to include some of the people who might traditionally have lived in social housing, as well as some of those who (in previous eras) would have acquired their own home but are today renting for longer periods. The trend is therefore towards more people living in less secure types of housing.
Other forms of household tenure have remained relatively static. National policies on housing seek to encourage home ownership and there are also programmes aiming to build new social housing. However, the census data does not yet reflect an impact in Greater Manchester from those policies on patterns of tenure.
Owned	
Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM Total	England	0.61522855459213743	0.66907901259046298	0.37221161458575885	0.60370410135280228	0.60270222340449109	0.46967867473961272	0.71082843787505523	0.60808624795281685	0.68959893631387048	0.66369449005974634	0.58017269767552393	0.6131171225910812	Shared ownership	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM Total	England	4.1501809916659653E-3	3.6185188856944581E-3	7.8191216877008338E-3	4.4234485720420873E-3	3.7906497306643611E-3	5.611682027849927E-3	1.1733308066451897E-2	3.2152079335255762E-3	6.7934641473371494E-3	4.5770588029768354E-3	5.9232213361578752E-3	1.0067850496360633E-2	Social rented	
Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM Total	England	0.19829110194460814	0.14925151184693169	0.2946770362781167	0.21215374704745543	0.20854115404225135	0.25388952109592849	0.13303802665655992	0.21225396123664936	0.149778225597025	0.17003598756158067	0.20658114957513043	0.17091860692602881	Private rented	
Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM Total	England	0.17991413418637933	0.17657628630911074	0.32321054347319889	0.17713120034356883	0.18291547516126888	0.26801428112268388	0.14364222095887816	0.17541973534819696	0.15315418255097696	0.15905104643443627	0.20541925102101094	0.20459428270549454	Lives rent free	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM Total	England	2.4160282852091928E-3	1.4746703678001388E-3	2.0816839752247009E-3	2.5875026841314149E-3	2.0504976613242888E-3	2.8058410139249635E-3	7.5800644305476592E-4	1.0248475288112773E-3	6.7519139079038942E-4	2.641417141259914E-3	1.9036803921768327E-3	1.3021372810347804E-3	



Owned	
1981	1991	2001	2011	2021	538567	639912	674164	678367	683585	Social rented	
1981	1991	2001	2011	2021	332159	291829	248545	247540	243403	Private rented	
1981	1991	2001	2011	2021	65386	55559	78867	181095	242034	
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