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Dataset: Religion
Datalink: the dataset used for this briefing can be accessed here.
Definition: A voluntary question on the census asks respondents for their religious faith. ‘Religion’ refers to how residents respond to this question. 
Census day: The 2021 census was held in England and Wales on 21 March 2021. It was undertaken during the Covid-19 pandemic so may not show ‘normal’ population and household patterns due to temporary changes in living circumstances during the pandemic.


Key points
· Slightly under half of Greater Manchester residents described themselves as Christian according to the 2021 census (47.8% compared with 46.3% in England). Wigan was the only district within Greater Manchester where a majority of residents described themselves as Christian (62.8%).
· However, the city region is arguably ‘more religious’ than most of England: the proportion of residents who said they had ‘no religion’ was lower and the proportion who described themselves as Christian, Muslim or Jewish was higher. (However, the proportion who said they were Hindu was lower than in England). 
· There have been relatively rapid changes in the religious affiliations of residents in the decade since the previous census in 2011. The largest change was for those residents who said they had ‘no religion’ (up by 64% in Greater Manchester in the decade between censuses). 
· There was a decline of 19% among residents who said they were Christian between the census years of 2011 and 2021. Residents who said they were Muslim increased by 61%; those who said they were Jewish rose by 12%; and Hindus by 19%.

Findings
The 2021 census offered nine possible responses to a question on religious faith – ‘no religion’, Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, ‘other religion’ and ‘not answered’. The religion question was voluntary. Some 94% of census respondents answered it.
In Greater Manchester – as elsewhere in England and Wales – Christianity has become a minority religion. Some 47.8% of residents said that they were Christian (46.3% in England). The next most popular responses were ‘no religion’ (31.8%, compared with 36.7% in England) and Muslim (12.1%; 6.7% in England). Jewish people accounted for 1.2% of residents in Greater Manchester and Hindus for 1.0% (compared with 0.5% and 1.8% respectively for England). Other faith groups accounted for less than 1% of residents. 
There were large differences between the districts of Greater Manchester in the responses of residents. For example, in Wigan, 62.8% identified as Christian. Meanwhile, in Oldham slightly less than a quarter of residents (24.4%) said they were Muslims. Jewish people accounted for 5.5% of Bury residents. 
Stockport was the only district of Greater Manchester where the proportion of residents who said they had ‘no religion’ (39.6%) was higher than the English average. In all other districts the ‘no religion’ response was lower.
Overall, ‘people of faith’ – that is, all those who affiliated with one of the religious responses on the census - accounted for 63% of all residents, or just over 1.8 million people. Those with ‘no religion’ accounted for 32% (915,590 people). (The remainder declined to answer). This compares with 39% in England who said they had no religion.
Among faith groups with smaller numbers of adherents, there were 9,530 Buddhists in Greater Manchester, 7,350 Sikhs and 10,800 who chose ‘other religion’ for their response, according to the 2021 census.
Religious identity differs significantly by age. The most popular response among young people aged between 16 and 24 to the religion question was ‘no religion’ (40.6% in Greater Manchester; 47.5% in England). However, by far the most common response among people aged between 65 and 74 was Christian (71.9% in Greater Manchester; 68.4% in England). 
Religious identities of residents, 2021

Source: ONS, Nomis - 2021 Census
Note: religions accounting for less than 1% of responses have been removed from the chart for visual clarity. The ‘not answered’ category has also been removed. GM refers to Greater Manchester.

Change
Patterns of religious adherence have changed significantly in the city region since the previous census of 2011. The largest single change (in numerical terms) is the growth of residents who say they have ‘no religion’. This response increased from 557,130 Greater Manchester residents in 2011 up to 915,590 (an increase of 64%). 
Other significant differences between 2011 and 2021 included:
· A decline in the number of residents who said they were Christian. This response declined by -19% in Greater Manchester between census years (-17% in England). Among young people aged between 16 and 24 there was a much larger decline of 37.7% in those who described themselves as Christian in Greater Manchester. 

· An increase in the population who said they were Muslim. Those who answered ‘Muslim’ increased from 232,790 residents in 2011 to 373,875 in 2021 (an increase of 61% compared with a 43% increase in England). 

Residents who said they had ‘no religion’, 2011-2021

Source: Census, 2011, 2021; GM refers to Greater Manchester




Residents who described themselves as Muslim, 2011-2021

Source: Census, 2011, 2021

Reflections
Religious identity is not reported on as frequently as topics such as ethnicity or disability. However, it may well be important to how residents see themselves. 
In common with many other English urban spaces Greater Manchester is religiously diverse, linking to its ethnic and cultural mix. Although ‘Christian’ remained the most popular response when residents were asked for their religious identity in 2021, a minority of residents described themselves as Christian in the census.  
Changes in religious adherence in British society are sometimes described as a process of ‘secularisation’. There are trends that support this idea. For instance, a large increase among those who said they had ‘no religion’ between 2011 and 2021. 
However, in some ways ‘secularisation’ is a poor description. Several religious groupings of residents increased sharply. Furthermore, when ‘people of faith’ are combined, over two thirds of residents (66.3%) who answered the religion question on the 2021 census (as opposed to all residents) said they identified with a religious faith in Greater Manchester (compared with 61% in England). 
No religion	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	0.30298724091651635	0.33126991622952007	0.380437604943828	0.39606882607574667	0.35617037198946383	0.28756630662597032	0.24994010393000834	0.32437510417950038	0.29408457098050544	0.25760555195156232	0.36671350087316262	0.31805055978226215	Christian	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	0.62814650172772934	0.48378409424498081	0.47836642489916736	0.47477372342013491	0.47711047801813083	0.4685191557440419	0.44909247127054019	0.36213337874955609	0.48835949630898279	0.47013528489566442	0.46323023258078194	0.4780421009278929	Hindu	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	3.0303582381412185E-3	1.9808804196607487E-2	1.3406844501376171E-2	8.1011765025171996E-3	7.8280423966479822E-3	2.7394076980484512E-3	5.0519236965375939E-3	1.0957871621866462E-2	4.508663960092649E-3	1.9890663855551952E-2	1.8065712457326556E-2	9.5323756667387155E-3	Jewish	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	2.5506021242871978E-4	1.0227741685705413E-2	3.7649950665581889E-4	4.1727165402412709E-3	3.8428908556757936E-2	9.7421024172033015E-4	6.0309146336425901E-4	4.7705152083952372E-3	5.5372996507590963E-2	5.4397772732187261E-4	4.7669102788898219E-3	1.1572571765018181E-2	Muslim	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	1.2613334790820262E-2	8.7425068177853796E-2	7.3330852187159207E-2	5.5405533768471904E-2	5.0176529209749306E-2	0.18822814395073534	0.24384309708120255	0.2227846908677156	9.9257669629453857E-2	0.19933573899881069	6.7289496114802519E-2	0.12324006586619725	Buddhist	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	2.5232742443841208E-3	4.0587627155419977E-3	2.5446173553289827E-3	3.2771090877016813E-3	3.7862088638780113E-3	1.7786040192875753E-3	1.9373280569714895E-3	5.8322402035033303E-3	2.6154377892070634E-3	1.9562925721699643E-3	4.645632283915486E-3	3.0309874907974215E-3	Sikh	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	3.6437173204102827E-4	8.4451194867409488E-3	7.962748186743755E-4	1.7097960457573989E-3	2.7007301974237481E-3	8.5355117508524342E-4	5.3699924820105251E-4	4.924519687207844E-3	2.9662262895346378E-3	7.3656611525570333E-4	9.2068249187246248E-3	2.4034154795921983E-3	Other religion	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	3.3370377792757504E-3	3.901347390096449E-3	3.8039432913846527E-3	4.094690133391231E-3	3.952920604459724E-3	3.0164766658771691E-3	2.4288889072478378E-3	4.9553205829703656E-3	3.3531253707782863E-3	3.3111687750027028E-3	5.8843991109938827E-3	3.6154919500484169E-3	Not answered	Wigan	Trafford	Tameside	Stockport	Salford	Rochdale	Oldham	Manchester	Bury	Bolton	England	GM	4.6742820358663242E-2	5.107914587295307E-2	4.6936938496425419E-2	5.2396428426037749E-2	5.9845810163488646E-2	4.6324143879233684E-2	4.6566096345926657E-2	5.9266358899284693E-2	4.9481813163854339E-2	4.6484755108660396E-2	6.0197291381402562E-2	5.0512431071452799E-2	



2011	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM	England	0.17185479034344223	0.18578298930076731	0.25338532815770171	0.16082473310004136	0.1890136467342784	0.22273471464051672	0.25108463507192658	0.23560577045831738	0.21170634395219307	0.15302863938536854	0.20768804649942144	0.24738020060794769	2021	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM	England	0.25760555195156232	0.29408457098050544	0.32437510417950038	0.24994010393000834	0.28756630662597032	0.35617037198946383	0.39606882607574667	0.380437604943828	0.33126991622952007	0.30298724091651635	0.31805055978226215	0.36671350087316262	
% of residents




2011	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM	England	0.11700375018967722	6.094780071328218E-2	0.15800384395987493	0.17732117369284606	0.1389992394862517	2.5776611251939658E-2	3.3292736739917041E-2	4.4249603326585327E-2	5.7348904130145026E-2	6.8019720055749744E-3	8.6778963723771016E-2	5.0179074895152942E-2	2021	Bolton	Bury	Manchester	Oldham	Rochdale	Salford	Stockport	Tameside	Trafford	Wigan	GM	England	0.19933573899881069	9.9257669629453857E-2	0.2227846908677156	0.24384309708120255	0.18822814395073534	5.0176529209749306E-2	5.5405533768471904E-2	7.3330852187159207E-2	8.7425068177853796E-2	1.2613334790820262E-2	0.12324006586619725	6.7289496114802519E-2	
% of residents
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